
Beach Schools Evaluation Autumn 2 2014   (Article 28, Article 29, Article 

31) 

 

Trip dates 4.11.14, 13.11.14, (28.11.14 Cancelled to be rearranged for Spring 1) 

 

Focus: Confidence building, social skills and the Five C's  

 

Individual Child Evaluation: 

Child A: Actively but quietly engaged in tasks following instructions from the 

outset from both adults and peers with clear signs of involvement in his group 

and with others. ‘The plankton nets are fun, I like going in the water and 

using them but I didn’t catch anything the sea was too sandy from the 

wind.’  Helping other group members to explore the low tide with plankton nets 

(Article 13). Child A worked particularly well with Child B encouraging him 

verbally to take part in the activities by showing him discoveries and playing 

together during free time. 

 

Child B: Hung back from the group when exploring the low tide zone and rock 

pools during the 1st session. Showed little involvement with the group, with 

very little interaction observed. He kept his eyes lowered and glanced sideways 

at his peers when they were drawing attention to their discoveries. Child B was 

observed choosing to stay to the side of the group on his own. However, during 

the 2nd session Child B demonstrated more involvement in the activities 

becoming more involved in plankton catching and working alongside Child A. 

The expectations and rock pooling activities were familiar to him and he 

participated without hesitation. He was observed to be smiling more frequently 

indicating an increased enjoyment within the activity and was particularly 

animated during the free time element of the session where he chose to play, run 

and spin with Child A in the mid tide area of the beach. (Article 29 & 31) Child 

B’s confidence and interactions were observed to increase over the two weeks, 

from participating to one side on his own (1st week), to working, smiling and 

playing with Child A in the second week. This demonstrates the 

social/communication value of trips to the beach for Child B and the benefits of 

the opportunity to improve social skills in a beach environment.  

 
Child C: Enthusiastically and actively engaged in activities from the outset, 

responding positively to instructions and helping others. Child C asked lots of 

questions about her discoveries in the rock pools and was keen to learn about 

the ecology of the beach. She was heard sharing information with her peers in 

an enthusiastic manner. Child C worked well socially within the group and was 

a positive role model to her peers. ‘I like looking for shells and finding out 

things. Are we coming next week?’ (Article 13) 
                                                                                              



Child D: 1st session Child D actively engaged in activities from outset, 

responding positively to instructions and helping others. She enjoyed exploring 

the beach and pointing out to adults and peers alike the objects she had found, 

asking appropriate questions, “How do shells get on the beach?” (Article 13). 

2nd session Child D worked well socially within the group and was a positive 

role model to her peers, she undertook the role of teacher/nurturer to work with 

Child G, showing her beach objects and encouraging her to talk about their 

findings. She appeared animated and relaxed in the beach/group environment 

and was observed to use verbal and non-verbal communication increasingly 

during the exploration and plankton net activities. Child D was a great social 

role model for others within the group and absorbed the whole experience 

enthusiastically. (Article 29) ‘I like making new friends and going in the 

water. There is lots to find out about.’ 

 

Child E: Child E was very talkative and appeared keen to happily participate, 

although this affected her listening to instructions effectively and she was 

inclined to talk over the top of others adults and peers alike. Child E was busy 

the whole time during the two sessions but was very easily distracted and lacked 

concentration. During the 1st session Child E found it difficult to take turns / 

share during the activities, often going to adults to tell about something 

someone else was doing or to complain that she wanted to use equipment and 

that someone wouldn’t give it to her. This was a particular difficulty when 

working with Child F who would then respond by complaining that Child E was 

trying to take things from her. She received support from adults to encourage 

turn taking and negotiation skills. However, during the 2nd session this 

behaviour was less frequent and she was observed to offer the plankton net to 

another child asking ‘Do you want a go?’ The complaining significantly 

decreased and Child E appeared to be more relaxed and happy then in the 

previous session (Article 29). ‘I like choosing to play games and looking with 

my new friends.’   

 

Child F: Child F engaged quickly exploring the low tide zone and rock pools 

during the 1st session, rushing around animatedly discovering objects that she 

was then keen to ask questions and find out about. She was keen to share her 

discoveries with others in her group, calling them over and showing them her 

finds. Child F used the Identification Sheets to help her name her discoveries. 

‘Look it’s a mussel shell!’ She worked cooperatively with other members of her 

group helping them to identify their own natural objects. However, there was a 

little friction when Child E attempted to take the equipment away from her 

while she was in the process of using it which affected the group dynamics and 

participation for a short time. 2nd session Child F was keen to set off to the 

beach from the outset and chatted for the whole journey about the trip from the 

previous week. She was observed to be enthusiastic and motivated using the 



plankton nets and the Aquavue underwater explorer to investigate under the 

waves, initiating conversation about what she could see. ‘The seaweed is 

moving when the waves move backwards.’(Article 28) Child F happily shared 

and took turns with the equipment whilst verbally encouraging her peers to talk 

about what they could see by asking them questions such as, ‘Can you see...?’ 

and was particularly enthused with this activity. ‘I love looking for and finding 

out new things about creatures. The sand made it tricky to see underwater, 

it was swirling about.’ 
 

Child G (Pupil premium): Child G was quietly engaged in the activities very 

much keeping herself to herself during the 1st session. She stayed close to the 

adult whilst exploring the rock pools and didn’t want to put her hands in the 

water or touch the objects that she could see. She spoke in response to others 

but was observed initiating conversation on just a few occasions. However, 

during the Pirate Treasure game Child G became animated and smiley, rushing 

around with Child D to find white pebbles (Pearls) for her group. She appeared 

more confident on the shore than in the rock pools and ventured further away 

from the group’s adult. During the 2nd session Child G worked with a partner in 

her group using the plankton nets in the low tide and was observed to initiate 

more conversation than the previous session when trying to catch plankton and 

view under the waves. (Article 13) She worked collaboratively taking turns and 

was observed increasingly to use verbal and non-verbal communication to share 

her discoveries. During the free time Child G chose to investigate the shingle in 

the mid tide zone with Child D to find as many shells as they could. She was 

observed listening intently to her partner and moving close to explore objects 

together indicating a growing confidence in communicating. Wow moment! ‘I 

found a fish, me like going in the water.’ 

 

Child H: Child H protested during each session at the beach. He found it 

difficult to take turns and wanted to use or hold all of the equipment himself. 

There was very little engagement with his peers and he complained about them 

at each session to the adults. During the 1st session Child H hung back in the 

rock pools initially although he did begin to explore independently once other 

children started to call out and enthuse over their own discoveries. His facial 

expression would change however when an adult would catch his eye to one of 

disinterest and boredom. He was keen to communicate and share when he found 

a green crab, going from group to group smiling happily with his find and 

following this he participated with encouragement in the Pirate Treasure game 

working well with his group to collect ‘pearls’ that had been washed up on the 

beach. During the 2nd session Child H participated much more readily and was 

keen to use the equipment to explore the low tide. With encouragement he was 

able to share and take turns with his peers although he repeated the behaviour of 

the previous session of  looking disinterested, and not participating when it 



wasn’t ‘his turn’ to use the nets or Aquavue. Child H chose not to join in and 

play the ‘warm up’ Creature game at the end of the session deciding to sit aside 

and investigate the shingle instead. He sat with his back to everyone playing the 

game and could not be encouraged to join in. He was given an Anemometer to 

investigate the wind speed (Article 29) and appeared to enjoy using this saying, 

‘It’s going up so it’s (the wind) getting faster!’ although he was reluctant to 

share with his peers. This session was cut short due to the biting wind and cold 

temperatures.  

 
Child I: Attended the 2nd session. Hung back from the group from the outset 

preferring to be with the adults rather than her peers (this could be due to having 

not attended the first session and being less confident than the other 

participants). With encouragement she became increasingly confident and 

entered the rock pools to begin exploring. She was reluctant to put her hands in 

the water and preferred instead to look at the discoveries of others from a slight 

distance and was observed to be feeling the cold (extra layers of clothes and 

waterproofs were provided to be worn). During the Creature game Child I took 

the hand of an adult and chose not to join in but to watch the activity from one 

side. She was observed to be interested in the game and was observed smiling at 

the antics that were taking place. Despite gentle encouragement she remained 

happy to watch and I believe that with the opportunity to attend another session 

that her confidence may increase and that she would join in with the games. 

(Article 29) 

 

Child J (Pupil premium): Child J attended last year’s beach sessions where he 

was observed to develop his social skills, becoming increasingly happy to share 

and take turns with the peers in his group. He was actively engaged and chatting 

to his peers about his previous session from the very beginning although there 

were still noticeable times where he was distracted and unattentive when adults 

were speaking. He was reluctant to leave his explorations and share his findings 

during the 1st session as he asked ‘Can I do this more?’ and wanted to carry on 

exploring the rock pools. Wow moment! He said that he hadn’t found as much 

as last year and when asked ‘Why did he think this may be?’ replied, “I think 

it’s because its winter this time and it’s too cold for them.” (Meaning the 

creatures and plants). (Article 13, Article 29, & Article 31) He joined in 

enthusiastically working well within his group to participate in the treasure 

collecting game and was enthusiastically encouraging his peers during the 

activity ‘Come on, we need more!’ 2nd session Child J was actively 

participating and enthusiastic, from the outset. He was keen to use the plankton 

nets and spent a great deal of time trying to spot the plankton in the jar and was 

visibly disappointed when he was unable to due to the rougher conditions of the 

sea and the amount of sand being swirled around in the water. Child J chose to 

use the Anemometer during free time and eagerly called out the numbers on the 



handle that the Anemometer was revealing to his peers, “It’s going higher so 

the wind is faster!” He appeared engaged and animated whilst using the 

equipment (Article 13, Article 29) and was reluctant to share with Child H   

and as a result there was some friction that was resolved with a little 

intervention from an adult. Child J joined in well with the Creature game, 

sharing his knowledge of the rules from his previous visits with another child. 

His confidence and social skills have been observed to continue to progress and 

develop. 

 

Child K: 1st session Very quiet and choosing to work alongside rather than with 

his peers to explore the rock pools. He was keen to call across to the adults 

when he had discovered something and actively asked questions about his 

discoveries “What is it? What is it from?” and was overheard sharing this 

knowledge with another child. As the session progressed his initiated 

communication with his peers increased indicating a progression in confidence. 

2nd session Child K didn’t hesitate to get into the water with his peers and begin 

exploring using the plankton nets. He was fully absorbed into the task using the 

magnified bottles to attempt to spot the plankton. When this proved 

unsuccessful he used the Aquavue to investigate beneath the water instead. “I 

can see lots of weed moving backwards and forwards.” When asked why he 

thought it was moving backwards and forwards he replied “The sea is moving 

like it and moving it.” (Article 13, Article 29, Article 31) He joined in the 

creature game and was observed to help a peer who wasn’t sure where to go 

during the game. Child K was observed to be disappointed when the session 

finished earlier than expected saying “I want to stay longer.” 

 

Child L: 1st session Stayed close to Child J initially to explore the rock pools. 

He was observed to put his hands into the water frequently to feel objects and 

pick up his discoveries which he shared and talked about with Child J. Child L 

participated enthusiastically in the treasure game, and hurried to find ‘pearls’, 

counting the number he’d gathered as he went. 2nd session Child L was one of 

the first to enter the low tide with the plankton net gazing intently into the 

bottles to explore what may be inside. He shared the net turn taking well with 

his group and was heard explaining what he thought was the best way to move 

the net through the water “Go sideways to not get sand.” He divided up time 

with the Aquavue fairly with Child F and Child E, saying when he thought it 

was someone elses turn and passing it over for them to look when he had 

discovered something under the water. Child L joined in the creature game 

laughing and running with his team as he participated. “I like looking for new 

things, are we coming next week?” (Article 13, Article 29) 

 

Conclusion: The focus of confidence building and developing social skills 

within this trip has been observed to have taken place and improved for the 



children participating, particularly for the pupil premium children who have 

been observed to increasingly initiate conversation and develop their sharing 

skills. This continues to demonstrate the value of accessing the beach as a 

learning environment and to enable the opportunity and the freedom to 

participate and build social skills, self-confidence and relationships 

safely and securely in small groups outside of the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


